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N H S   n o t   H S 2 !

Above the hum of the motorway I listened to the coo of the wood pigeons from my pillow,

But I couldn't find heartsease, vetchling nor vole,
It’s as if someone stole the wind from the willows.

 
Everyone loves animals and says they hate to harm them,

But they let someone else bulldoze their homes,
For railways roads and close-mown gardens.

 
We all love to see the wildflowers line the country roads in May,

Until a grey suit somewhere finds it untidy,
And then sends men to cut it all away.

 
In Sheffield town we thought the cherry blossom very pretty,

But they had Saruman on the council,
God forbid the roots of trees could undermine his city.

 
If you go down to the woods today you're sure of a big surprise,

They're tearing them down for a railway called HS2,
So if you go down to the woods you'd best go in disguise.

 
There's rogue heroes in tree houses who are trying to fight the tide,

And below them men with big machines,
And its time you chose a side.

 
The suits they pick and choose the laws and think they decide what’s right and wrong,

Are you down there revving the chainsaws,
Or can you still hear the ragged blackbirds song?

 
Will you lie to yourself there's nothing you can do and just stay on your knees,

Will you leave it to some hippies,
Will you watch screens as they evict bats and badgers hacking back the trees?

 
You shower and brush your teeth each morning and you drive yourself to work,

On the history channel you watch nature documentaries,
While someone above your pay grade works out what it’s all worth.

 
A twenty minute quicker commute will be worth the price of ancient woodland,

King Boris is stood with the Sheriff of Nottingham,
Of course they're calling Robin Hood a hoodlum.

 
In years to come the species living here will be long gone and the earth that bit sicker,

But the bosses say it’s worth it,
Because if you take a train to London now you'll get there twenty minutes quicker.

 The Mail tells you what to think- those protestors are just outlaws and yobs,

though you like to walk your dog in the woodlands,
the stormtroopers in high vis are just doing their jobs.

 
Soldiers following orders like they've done throughout the ages,

Someone higher gave the order,
Politicians pave the way and rich men pay their wages.

 
They say the work they're doing tearing up the earth is just to feed their children,

They try to kid themselves they're firefighters,
When they're the ones burning down the building.

 
In what was left of the hundred acre wood I sat with Piglet and Pooh and shared some 

honey,
And we lamented the things men will do,

For a little bit of money.
 

The steamroller of progress crushes hedgerows and meadows leaving few survivors,
It might change course for a golf course,

But not for hazel, woundwort, fox or Fiver.
 

The hunters got Tarka the Otter and men pushed the animals out of Farthing Wood,
So I know which side I'm always on,

My heroes don't wear capes- they wear masks and hoods.
 

No shade under the greenwood tree- the mayday came too late,
The little hobbit asked the wise wizard,

What can men do in the face of such hate?
 

This is no surprise you see these trees were condemned by a businessman's plan,
Well my friends the only way to stop them,

Is for little people like you and me to do ALL we can.
 

Most will do what they've always done- block their ears, turn away, hide their eyes,
So will you come down to the woods today?

You're in for a big surprise...
 

(by Beau Nafyde, 9th May 2020)





    Borrowed Time

May 24, 2020 is the 30th anniversary of
Judi  Bari  and  Darryl  Cherney  surviving
an assassination attempt by car bombing
in  Oakland,  CA.  It’s  also  the  30th
anniversary of the day they were arrested
and labeled terrorists to the public by the
FBI. 

I feel a sense of guilt for how much I care
about  the  case of  Judi  Bari  and Darryl
Cherney.  There  have  been  greater
injustices and there are bigger fish to fry
but their story makes my blood boil. I like
to  think  I’m  self-aware  and  I  believe  I
know  why  I  care  so  much  about  this
piece  of  history.  For  starters,  the  car
bombing happened in Oakland, which happens to also be where I live so
it’s easy to relate to their story through connection of place. Despite living
here off and on for over a decade and loving some of the redwood groves
Darryl & Judi fought to protect for even longer, I only learned about their
story in recent years. I was watching a different documentary that made
quick mention of Earth First! activists being attacked by bomb in Oakland
and  my  eyes  widened  and  jaw  dropped  at  what  I  had  heard.  I  was
shocked to learn that people had been car bombed down the street from
where I live.

I then watched Who Bombed Judi Bari? and became more shocked and
incensed that the victims of an assassination attempt were framed as the
suspects. The blatant contradictions between the evidence and the claims
of  the  FBI  exhibited  incompetence  at  best  but  with  implications  of
something far worse. Twelve years after the bombing, a jury in a federal
court sided with Bari and Cherney and found three FBI officers and three
Oakland Police Department officers liable for false arrest,  violating civil
rights, conducting illegal searches and speaking slanderous statements.
After a unanimous verdict, Juror Mary Nunn said, ‘The FBI and Oakland
(police) sat up there and lied about their investigation. They messed up
their investigation, and they had to lie again and again to try to cover up.
I’m surprised that they seriously expected anyone would believe them.’

The story of Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney is much more than bomb
survivors winning a lawsuit against the FBI. Prior to the bombing, Judi
Bari and Darryl Cherney had been busy organizing Redwood Summer,
a series of demonstrations in Humboldt County to protest logging of old
growth redwoods. By the spring of 1990, Bari, Cherney and other Earth
First!  activists  and  lawyers  had  already  achieved  minor  victories
delaying clearcutting practices. Greg King, who Cherney pays homage
to in our interview, identified and named the Headwaters Forest, now a
national forest reserve, by trespassing onto Pacific Lumber Co. timber
holdings. Starting with an illegal walk in the woods and then followed by
many Earth First! blockades, protest rallies, tree sits, and lawsuits over
the  course  of  a  dozen  years  with  an  eventual  federal  and  state
purchase  of  the  land,  the  public  can  now  leisurely  explore  the
remaining 7,500 acres of the forest. 

Judi Bari helped form Local 1 of the Industrial Workers of the World to
unionize timber workers at the Louisiana Pacific; the same company
that allowed the FBI to conduct bomb instruction classes in a clearcut a
month before Bari & Cherney were attacked. In fact, as Cherney notes
in our interview, on the very day the bomb instruction classes were
taking  place  in  April,  1990,  Cherney,  King  and  other  Earth  First!
activists were arrested in Marin County for a public awareness event
on the Golden Gate Bridge for the 20th anniversary of Earth Day. 



In our interview, I asked Cherney if he believed his efforts to unionize timber
workers, the lawsuits he filed, monkeywrenching activities or organized mass
protests were the most effective way to prevent logging of old growth (you
will have to listen for the answer!) because he applied all tactics available to
bring  public  awareness  and  prevention  to  logging  practices  in  Northern
California. By the date of the bombing thirty years ago, Cherney and Bari had
already been physically attacked and received many death threats but even
after the bombing, both contributed to Redwood Summer and to save the
Headwaters Forest – all while the person that planted the bomb remained
free and uninvestigated. 

Judi Bari died before the Headwaters Forest Reserve opened to the public
and years before her case against the FBI went to trial. It’s been thirty years
since she was bombed and no one other than she and Cherney were ever
investigated for the act of domestic terrorism. It’s hard to imagine justice for
Judi  Bari  without  a  legitimate  investigation  into  the  attack.  Mendocino
County, the City of Oakland and environmental groups now recognize May
24 as Judi Bari Day but these tributes are not justice.
 
The documentary Who Bombed Judi Bari? includes a TV news clip from the
day  after  the  bombing  that  quickly  cuts  from  a  segment  about  global
warming  to  announcing  Cherney  and  Bari  as  the  suspects  and  not  the
victims.  The  news  clip  segue  exemplifies  everything  wrong  about  our
nation’s  response  to  climate  change  and  environmentalists:  instead  of
labeling the victims of a violent attack as ecoterrorists, what if the public had
heard  Judi’s  message  –  to  say  nothing  of  the  news  report  on  global
warming?  In  the  same  thirty  years  since  the  bombing,  more  carbon
emissions  have  been  released  than  all  of  the  previous  combined  years
throughout  civilized history.  This madness is one of the reasons why this
case infuriates me. 

I think the thing that draws me most to this story is simply that I admire the
actions of the individuals for all of their efforts to save the redwoods with the
recognition that I’m too fearful to chain myself to a tree or stand in front of a
logging truck. As much as I love old growth redwoods, I’m not willing to make
the same sacrifices as Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney. But without people like
Judi Bari, Darryl Cherney and Greg King standing up, raising banners and
raising hell, we would have fewer groves of redwoods standing today.

(Andrew  from  'Borrowed  Time'  -  the  interview  can  be  found  here:
https://borrowed-time.org/2020/05/08/who-bombed-judi-bari/

https://borrowed-time.org/2020/05/08/who-bombed-judi-bari/










CHAOS AND CLARITY
For  a  period  during  the  lockdown  in  the  UK,  all  of
life's structure seemed to break down. Social and work
life  had  become  paralysed  and  ruled  by  confusion  and
restriction.  It's  a stark  shock  to the  essentials  of
what keeps people alive when there's no bread left on
supermarket shelves, shop keepers are behind a hanging
sheet of plastic, people are isolated and allowed out
only for 1 hour a day to run in loops round the park
like robotic dogs, and key workers are being martyred
for  a  story  of  nation.  Meanwhile  transnational
corporations are staggered, brought to their knees by a
microscopic virus. A hierarchy inversed, even just for a
time.  The  illusion  and  the  machine  was  forced  to  a
grinding halt.

The Covid-19 crisis has enforced a state of liminality;
to be betwixt and between. Lockdown expresses liminality
through  its  ambiguity  and  chaos,  isolation  of  the
individual  as  its  subject  and  its  inevitability  as  a
state of transition. The crux of this point is that the
pandemic crisis must induce change to social life in the
micro  and  macro  scale.  As  we  ease  out  of  more
prohibitive lockdown measures, there is a danger of this
period  only  going  to  reinforce  the  status  quo.  A
pressure  valve  release  where  people  take  a  breather
before  ploughing  on  in  to  inevitable  collapse.  The
government is scrambling to ensure this is the case. It
frantically asserts its power through police repression
and  nationalist  rhetoric,  prioritising  business  over
health, capital over community.

We must ensure that the cracks in capitalism, entrenched
further  by  the  pandemic,  widen  to  allow  new  ways  of
social organising come to fruition.The new communities
forged through mutual aid networks need to withstand and
grow. Organically groups have grown based on solidarity
outside of the enforced external structures that prove
themselves obsolete. The mutual support between ordinary
people  will  always  be  stronger  than  any  charity  or
meagre  state  handouts.  These  networks  make  our  human
bonds stronger and realise what was always present.

These  cracks  are  revealed  and  deepened  as  it  becomes
clearer day by day that our social makeup is based on
vast  inequalities.  Covid-19's  disproportionate  death
toll is a race and class issue. The conduct of the state
mark  these  intersections  as  intentional  fractures
through the human condition as a means to uphold the
powerful.  The  Black  Lives  Matter  protests  have  been
sparked at a crucial time.

The  liminal  chaos  and  clarity  that  comes  through  the
crisis  has  awoken  more  people  to  the  importance  of
standing and acting together against the ineptitude and
repression of governance as it exists today. This time
is  transitional  and  we  can  decide  its  direction
together.

Spindalwort











































EARTH FIRST SUMMER DISPERSAL - SPREAD RESISTANCE!!!

Instead of a Summer Gathering this year we are calling for a Summer Dispersal of 
Decentralised Days of Resistance.

Concerns around the spread of the virus mean we feel it's safest not to organise a mass 
gathering this year but the need to actively resist capitalism and ecological destruction 
has never been greater. Covid-19, climate change, racial inequality, poverty: These are all 
symptoms of a broken system that sees the earth’s resources as infinite, purely for human
use and abuse, without a thought for the consequences, and which prioritises profit 
above all else and oppresses and divides people along racial, gender, class and other lines 
to maintain its power.

We are asking YOU to organise actions locally against the sites of destruction which do 
harm to the planet and those who inhabit it. What you do, where you do it and how 
you do it is up to you but we are keen for you to spread the Earth First spirit of non-
hierarchical organisation, anti-capitalism and the use of direct action to confront, stop 
and reverse the forces that are responsible for the destruction of the Earth and all its 
inhabitants.

The Earth First Summer Gathering hosts workshops from a range of groups about a 
variety of issues and it is our desire that the Summer Dispersal will reflect the increasing 
diversity of resistance that finds a home under the Earth First banner and the growing 
understanding that all oppression is connected: capitalism is a multi-headed hydra, all its
ugly heads are part of the same beast - we need to join the dots and topple the whole 
rotten system to achieve liberation for us all.

We are calling for action against sites of fossil fuel extraction and burning, habitat 
destruction, animal exploitation, the legacy of colonialism, incarceration, the military-
industrial complex and any other sites of environmental, human or animal harm; and 
those organisations that also have direct responsibility through financing them. feel free [feel free 

to add to list!]

The days of action are Friday 21st and Saturday 22nd of August and you can do as 
much or as little as you like over these two days, and beyond!

We are also actively supporting the direct action camps campaigning against HS2, across
Warwickshire, Northamptonshire and Buckinghamshire protecting ancient woodlands 
against the most destructive government infrastructure project since WW1. 
http://stophs2.org/tag/protection-camp 
An Earth First! Seed camp will be running on the route for skilshares and active 
resistance building starting 9th Sept to 15th. 

Get angry, get active, stay safe, stay sane and smash the ecologically
destructive imperialist white supremacist capitalist hetero-patriarchy!

http://stophs2.org/tag/protection-camp
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